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The Intricate Uses of Countable and Uncountable Nouns

Hiroshi MAEDA

= =]

HY) (entity) 2 FIFED, WEAGFHE L TCEHINLIPANELGFE LT
BIENDE DL, ZOEWIETEDR D L0 E) 2L Do BEREN D BGEL,
[BEL 72, 125135 | (discrete) fF7EE L Tadak s, B LG & L Tvbi,
RS e WAL, [EKE L 72 (continuous) FFEE LTCEEM S, RuJEY
FlE LTlbhb, TORFNTE DL ORGIOTHE - AT HEEDSFIHTE %25,
—HHTIIVDR VEHRDPHFRIIEE SHFAET Do AT, 2oL 2FE6l%
EL 5 2 LT, WEEO T E Y & AR B AR O[T OBUHE N & FER T
Do MBI, [38miss | % F 3 traffic jam & traffic congestion®iEWZDOWTHE
8L, WEAHEANTELFTOENTITOTANY & Lz,

Abstract

It is relatively easy for learners of English to learn the basics of countable
and uncountable nouns. Entities with borderlines are described as countable
nouns and ones without borderlines, uncountable nouns. However, things are
not that easy. There are cases where the same thing can be embodied both as
a countable and as an uncountable noun. This article considers the intricacies
of countable and uncountable nouns. Chapterl deals with four types of
examples in which it seems very difficult to explain the differences between
countable and uncountable nouns, and shows the intricacies of countable and
uncountable nouns. Chapter2 tries to explain the differences between traffic
jam, which is a countable noun, and traffic congestion, which is an uncountable
noun, in the hope that the result can be a clue to ravel the intricate uses of
countable and uncountable nouns.

19



HoH i

0. EL®IC

PEEDOLFNIRE CHEAFH EATNHELFTD 20125176 b, BHEDIZLA LD
PR FE R TIE, WRAFIE, TN EKRT 5 3EFEDcountable nounDHH T 5
Cle WIS THEILEN, AIEL4EFIL, [ U < uncountable DT LF A 5[UJE v )
TR aNDY, FY (entity) #RTKFAY, THAFAL LTAHASN LA
WEAFEE LTHHEINL DL, ZOFYITHETELE D 50089 212 X 5o BEFRMA
HHGEL, [HHELE, E51E5 0] (discrete) fFfEE LTRSS, WHAH &
L CHbit, BREDR WAL, [HE5 L 72] (continuous) fF1E & L CTEak s,
AuHELFE LTfbnsY, (1) OEEEIZRTAL),

(1) a. Ilivein a very small room.

b. Can you make room for me?

(la) @Droomid [FE] &9 BERZAS, HEICIEWGIZEDSH ), s il
WA L) RERES D 5. ZOREPEFMOBE 2 R LR, [HE] &
V) BIROroomiZ T H AR & LTHEB SN, —7, (1b) @roomid [Z2fH ], [A
NR=RA | L) EIRED, BHED % CWIELRER w2 &b, AHAFHE LT
B ENL, (1)DW%EE, BAETIGENR R B2, 29 Thwilbdh b, (2)
DEMEBI % HTHR LD,

(2) a. The hen laid a large brown egg.

b. You have egg on your chin.

(2a) & (2b) Deggld & BICHARFETIE [JI] RSN, FRFEEZT TIEEVAH
BT &%\, (22) DeggldfBRIZ A 7IREEDIITH ) | BRI OZE 2 H72 L, [0
B L) HEERSH S L) ICHELIEEZ S > T\WVd, TOMRE, eggldWHLF &
LCTEI SN, —F, (2b) Deggld BIIZIZRH I NI THDY, A7 T 0T
WLy TORROEI BUDEERT 5, A7 T TNy ZIIEHERIES % <,
AHHELFAE LTREHENS, FEEEIFR L THIRL T L2FYOREND X & 0125
%5

72720, HARGETIIF UERZ EB#S LD, HFEICE L2LEE, TEAFEL
ARELFAOWFTICHCONLE G H 5, (3) OBEZERTHL ),

(3) a. With all these experiences, you're the expert on leisure.
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b. With all this experience, you're the expert on leisure.

HAGED [#Ek] (ZF2M49 Sexperienceld, (3a) O L)W ELFHICH, (3b) @
I IEAWELFIS b, 72721, (Ba) O L) ICWEALEH (L) & LTz
WAL, REBERESDY, MroRBEOLEFT D ELTRATEY, G 0k
AEGF L L TR 72HEL, BBREEWICES WL LTIRA TS EE L
LNb,

FROL ) BIEER TR IERIYER, EFHOXFEH T L, Z L OHEFDEH
HT&%, LITAD5 FIZHMHETIE R, BHREANERFEED O R T, RNfEz,
DO VEBIHL AT Do KT, TOL) BRHEOEL IRL, Jik
DU HELFH EARTHAFTAO XIS —HMBTIERR VI EE2RT, &EIL, b0
BIOAWFE S LT, MITEME LT, [silidkis] = ZH T Atraffic jam&
traffic congestion® W E: - ANUJEMIZHN, O L) LA RHREFHHET LT
WY & L7,

1. AAIRAEEAR
1.1. H#I1 : -ache
1.1.1. Hphosgs
7 A APFETIE, -echen’ DL (4) O L) RRHFWEXF L LTHbit, &
ETL R Daan & 19 o

(4)

I have a toothache.

o oW

I have a stomachache.

I have a backache.

[oFu e}

I have an earache.

I have a heartache.

¢}

f. Ihave a headache.

ETAHW, A F) AKFETIE, (BGa) — (Be) DX ITHHELFICH AT HAFIZD
Tbh, NEREHOaRanldBER (optional) TH b, &2 AH, (Bf) D X9,
headache?? 1T, #xtrglcT &4 L LCifbh s,

(5) a. Ihave (a) toothache.
b. I have (a) stomachache.
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. I have (a) backache.

. I have (an) earache.

e . Ihave (a) heartache.

. T have a headache.

FROBEHERT 572012, T3, [V — =7 AEAAREM] OREBEHEL TAHA L),

achelZd 5 [-achefE L[UICI] &I EEMIC (6) DEARDH B,

(6)

[T I © E

)

. toothache[U] [or (FI2K) a ~]
. stomachache[C] (F12K),

. backache[C] (F12°K),

. earache[U [or (F12k) an ~]
. heartache
. headache|C]

(6e) ®headachellld 7 X 1) AYFEL A F1) ZIEFEDE WP R \WRLIBIZ %2 > TW 5 T
(4),

s,
xRz,
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary® (LLF, COBUILD®) ®itvk# (7)12,

(5) LBLBZENbA5L,

WREFROFLR DR L TBI I 4 FV ARDEFETH 5 COBUILD

TDT A T

FEI T & A COBUILD Advanced American English Dictionary* Dtk % (8) 125 |HT %,

22

(7)

(8)

= ® o0 T 0™

o0

o 0

@]

. toothache: N-UNCOUNT

stomachache: N-VAR

. backache: N-VAR

. earache: N-VAR

. heartache: N-VAR

. headache: N-COUNT

toothache: N-SING
stomachache: N-VAR

. backache: N-VAR

earache: N-COUNT

. heartache: N-VAR
. headache: N-COUNT
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(7) & (8) ORLB%IET % &, toothacheld, A F1) AEFETIIANWH L, 7
A0) A BEETIEW B LGB, earacheld, 7 A1) A EFETIZWHE AL,
headacheld, A F1 AEFETH 7 A1) HEFETHTHAFII R 2 OB TH %o
flb-acheDff { &L, A F VU AEFFETL 7 XY AHEFETOWH - ATHOMITIZ
%5 2 EDFHAIIL o

WIS, I—NATHHERLTBI ) A F) AFEFHF DI —/S2 L LTBNC (=
British National Corpus) ®simple search’ T4 DEH Z k5L (9) — (14)
DEH% B, a0 DEMOBFFLFHEHOMREL LR L TWE (LT

(9) a. have toothache: 7
b. have a toothache: 1
(10) a. have stomachache [stomach ache]: 0
b. have a stomachache [stomach ache]: 0
(11) a. have backache: 1
b. have a backache: 0
(12) a. have earache: 0
b. have an earache: 1
(13) a. have heartache: 0
b. have a heartache: 0
(14) a. have headache: 1
b. have a headache: 27

MRS NIZEB &L vy, Lhhro7z) LT, BiEgldTE WA, -ached <
BHITT R AR S AR HAFICS % 555, headacheZ [E &, EHH0EF ) LA
B E LTIRDbND 2 ENLNT LD D5, HeadachelZBI L CTid 16, AuJH
S OBIH R S N7z hs, EEICTTE AR 5 2 LSRR S 7z,

T/, TAYHFEFEOT— VAL L TCOCA ( =Corpus of Contemporary
American English) THFEREZHETLE (15) — (20) DLIHITHh D,

(15) a. have toothache: 0
b. have a toothache: 13
(16) a. have stomachache [stomach ache]: 0
b. have a stomachache [stomach ache]: 20 (15+5) °

(17) a. have backache: 0
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. have a backache: 6

(18) . have earache: 0

o 0®

have an earache: 0

(19) . have heartache: 1

(SN

. have a heartache: 0
. have headache: 1
. have a headache: 156

(20)

(S

(19a) @heartacheld 1 BlO AR E LT OB KRZE Sizns, FHEH D 7% — kit
DBHEETH %, ZOMiiTheadache® br &, HFHHIPME S N72HEIL, TXTHHESY
FELTHEDLDNThL I ENDbh DL, (200 DheadacheDdFNZEH L Tix, (20a) TA
WHLFDEINY 1 FIO AR S NT2D3, ZOMD1566FE EN b HAFHE L TRz
HNTHY, 1A CHMMIITHEAT L LTRON TR 2D Dbh 5,

72, IEfR (2016 1 60) 1 HADSWVE) £ LT, Quirk etal (1985: 279) 123
2%, (21) O &) KO E LTWw5 (BISCIZEE),

(21) WAEERT, -achedDFFE, A F) AEFTEIATHLATHS 2 L8
Zs, —im L L CTRAOEEZ ) e 3R EAE L L TR T, A
HICEE > TE72H HHADIERE B ) HETTRAF L LTfibh s,

LODOFERHEAET D) L &1X, TA)HEFHETELDIWHAHT, 1 F
) APFETIIAELFATH S (Quirk et al.: A Comprehensive Grammar of the
English Language) ° .

headache7ZUF IZH ICWHAT & L TEbNR S,

tRoZERS, (4), (5) ORBFBBLRRYTHL LHBITE L, 5124
F1) ABEFETIE, headacheZ B &, -acheld &6 Hh &) ERTHELEH L LCTHlb
NAEMDH A Z & BRI L 72,

[FiA] BT 2R TTH, TAVNEFEEAFY RAFEFELTRRLEEIEZON
WA, FROL)BEEND L, 512, 4 F) ABEETIE, MoOfFAE R,
SR 7Z DI HATIIC G5 L) FFES, HRAFBEEIZL > TRIETHL L
EbE5x /%,

1. 1.2, EHEEZE) HE

-ache AT 2 M) BE1d, LiLoHMOBELRLRY), T A¥EHE 1 F)

AHEFHEIZED ST, 3L A CRBIIIAEET M, WHEAF L L Tibh b,
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F3°, BNC®simple searchz FIJHH LT, 4 F AREOFF 2 HETH &, (22)
- (27) DFEREPESNT,

(22) a. have bad toothache: 0
b. have a bad toothache: 0
(23) a. have bad stomachache [stomach ache]; 0
b. have a bad stomachache [stomach ache]: 0
(24) a. have bad backache: 0
b. have a bad backache: 0
(25) a. have bad earache: 0
b. have a bad earache: 1
(26) a. have bad heartache: 0
b. have a bad heartache: 0
(27)  a. have bad headache: 0
b. have a bad headache: 1

T, 2B L 20MBESIN LD o720T, MENZILEEA RV, L5565/
WY MELFHE L THRbNL TV Z E0%b b,

w2, COCARFIMLT, 7AW IEFEOREMAERETL L, (28) — (33) O
EOE SN,

(28) a. have bad toothache: 0
b. have a bad toothache: 0
(29) a. have bad stomachache [stomach ache]: 0
b. have a bad stomachache [stomach ache]: 0
(30) a. have bad backache: 0
b. have a bad backache: 0
(31) a. have bad earache: 0
b. have a bad earache: 0
(32) a. have bad heartache: 0
b. have a bad heartache: 0
(33) a. have bad headache: 0
b. have a bad headache: 4
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Z 1t bheadacheDHP L R SN o720 T, WiENZE I LIZFZ WA,
RINFZABTENS PRBA Y TEAF L LTHRbONTWLZ Lbrb,

PEoZ &5, -acheh D K GFIEREFAS O &, A F1) AHEFE, 72 H 3k
ALY, 2L ACEBWIIAERFA L, THEAGFE LTilbihs 2 Eavbh
bo 727201, IEMR (2016 :60) 1E (34) OFIZZIFTTRBY, FEFHEMTIIRWT L8
b

(34) a. I had terrible toothache all last night. (LDOCE®)

b. He was suffering from severe earache.

£oT, COFEFALHRANFHEILL S TANHETHL EE LN,
1.2, FH6l2 : cold

(AR &) BIROcoldiZ A 1213 (35) — (88) &k HZmauyr— 3T
Hwebitsd,

(35) . catch (a) cold
catch a bad cold
take (a) cold
. take a bad cold
get (a) cold

o0

(36)

(SN

(37)

o o

. get a bad cold
(38) . have a cold

. have a bad cold

[s]

on

(35) — (37 & [EFZE O] vy BfFEREEL, (38) 13 [JAJEZ T
%) L) IREEER A £ o coldPHMTH W SN 723461d, (35a), (36a), (37a)
TiE, AEEFADaldFEER (optional) T, 2 TH 2% TH L\w2s, (38a) T
1%, NEJFFADFBER (obligatory) T, 2 %L Tdhbhwv, sS4 uE, (352),
(36a), (37a) DcoldiFT AT L LTOARTWHEAFE LTHHMbn b4, (38a) O
coldiZm 4G & L THhbi b,

COBDOHFEET—INATRRNTA L) 72720, FHIHEIZL D getlZoWTIIRE
RIT D LD oD TEORKERITEET LY, £3, BNCOsimple search% FJFH LT,
A F) APFEOEGIZ KT H L, (39) - (41) OFEDPRLNIZ,
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(39) catch cold: 23
catch a cold: 16
catch bad cold: 0
catch a bad cold: 0
take cold: 6

take a cold: 0

take bad cold: 0

take a bad cold: 0

o 0o

[oTaN e}

(40)

o 0®

[oT N}

(41) have cold: 1
have a cold: 16
. have had cold: 0

have a bad cold: 1

o o o

[oN

A F1) AKFETIE, catchRtake? HHIFHICH M Deold & I 2 35418, M TAH
B e LTifbn s 7505, Agida 2 ) WHEAGF L LTihbhd X ) EETH D,

have® HIWUFEICHI D coldx L2 B & 1d, EBEMICAEEA LIS Z LH% <, TTH
Zie LChbN b O E@IEE S 2 5. 72, HIREIZEA R 209 cold % LA 5
&, COFTHN, FHEMICREEAEZERL, THEAFE L Tihbd 2 & b

AL 720
WIZ, COCAZFIM LT, 7A)AEFEOFFxMET L L, (42) — (45) OfE
B SNTz0 T A HIEFEICOWTIL, getOB MR L, FHFMA 7225, get cold

ik TR 2 O K & T[98 572K %2 ] O200FRK M HY), a—/3A LTI}
ZFOWERI AN 722 72 %, get a bad cold & get bad cold® AMEERE R E M2 720

(42) catch cold: 51
catch a cold: 70
catch bad cold: 0
. catch a bad cold: 0
take cold: 1
take a cold: 0
take bad cold: 0
take a bad cold: 0
. have cold: 4
have a cold: 112

o oo

[oF e}

(43)

oo

[oTuN e}

(44)

o 0®
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. have bad cold: 0

. have a bad cold: 2
. get bad cold: 0

b. get a bad cold: 2

o0

(45)

a8}

T A A HFETlEcatchdHiE, coldk Da coldDBISR R LAy, &6 5 b A
WHNTW 5, TakeDEiE, HEFOHEHA 1 F] Lﬁ‘*ﬁ*éﬂ&ﬁ‘o Ry N
Coaulr—a ryFENne L HICEBbNs, HaveD B A IZEEIHIZa coldd JihvE
W7ZS, HEF OIS ABH ), NEEFHPRENTHLLEETEFTRA RV LD
B0 720 ColdIZTEAFDD < FHNL 46 L R SN o 72285, AN %o T
BY, FHEHEDTH-72

IEPR (2016 0 58) 1ZZAUIBILT, (46) DL HIZREBR LT 5,

(46) HifEiZhave a coldDIEH % <, I Dhave cold& V) IZENSDH 5,
get coldlZget a cold & V) FHHIA% >, catch cold & catch a coldid &6 & LBl 72
L% TH L,

ES f:, [V — =7 APEHAEH] DcoldDIEIZIE (47) DECAZET S, [ A
T, 7272 LIEAE 2L B 1Zcatch a bad cold® X 9 \Zas VB, | &) JEREAY
WABNTWD,

(47) He caught [got (a)] cold yesterday.

catch®¥;4, catch cold & catch a coldD &6 53 # 2 D2, HTEAVPEL S,
WENIZE K, catch, take, getiZHIHDcoldHT < A I121E, coldid v B 445 12
bATHELFIZD % 505, havellcold?MF <HEICIE, WEAFICR L HL, Wil
DEFFIZE L TY, coldiZBEFA D (AT THAFNII 2 2 5ld, HANFEEIZ
BATHTHLEEDLID 2G5\,
1. 3. 33 : suntan/sunburn
HAFED [THBET ] 123%4 ¥ 5 3ERERBL L L CTsuntan & sunburn® 2 2 23%51F 5
%o ZO2FEOEME % COBUILDS (48) \Z5IHT 5,

(48) a. If you have a suntan, the sun has turned your skin an attractive brown

colour.
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b. If someone has sunburn, their skin is bright pink and sore because they

have spent too much time in hot sunshine.

(48) » 5, suntaniZHEET TS [/NEGOIL] O X9 % HBETZFE L, sunburnid
BEEXTEC, K< hoTONOYHL L) L HBETEERL, BERPRLLZ E%bH
55, suntanlI W EA4EFH & L CHkbi, sunburnlI AT ELEH L L THbhTnb
W, REFETHD, BERZEN,

COBUILDT %, suntan?’N-COUNT & \» 5 FIRp 5 W H AT %2 5 DIZx L C,
sunburnidN-VAR & W\ 9 FIR S I E LG O AT EXLFIC L 2D 2 Lbnd, L
72h 5 T, sunburnid, HIZAWHAGH & LTHhbh b vy I L TIER W,
COBUILDIZ\E (49) D &) Bk, WHAFE L Thbhb 2 bbb,

(49) I was concerned that I was not protected and would get a sunburn.

Z ®suntan & sunburn® W EVE AW EHEIZOWT, TAUAAL YT+ —< v M
BRL-EZA, B0) L) B ehE STz,

(50) 1 don't know why suntan is countable, but sunburn is uncountable. As a
white boy who had sunburn every year, I used the word with the article “a”
at times. Perhaps I was incorrect, but no one ever corrected my speech. I do,
however, believe that there is a difference between the two: color. A suntan
denotes that the skin has turned brown or tan, but sunburn denotes red, that

18, burned, skin.

(50) DFUED S, sunburnlIFEICTTEXFII R 5 2 3D 5, FKiktkehahi# T
S ZOWHE ANHEEACOHHIZDORL WL ) Th b, T2, EWVITBIZHL T
EHHERR S 7z. Suntan & i iZbrownTd V) B TdH % D 12xF L Tsunburn® 1 1%
red<°pink TH ) LR AHKETH L, $5 &, (51) O L) KT, HEESIE, HER
WAL, ZTOMETELFICRY, RAPEFES, BRYEr AT, ZOMBEATH
Al Bl V) RTLTEDN, TNORENEL LD, WEDEIHTIEARH
Thbo

(51) a. clear—discrete—countable

b. vague—continuous—uncountable
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suntanX°sunburn® W EME AT EEDORFEIZ R ) AR LBRIZEED L 2
72\,
1.4. Ffl4 : traffic jam/traffic congestion

[ASMPEs ] 2 ML TN 5 & traffic jam & traffic congestion® V29 2 DD
AT A, 2o 2o00FIE, HlziE, [V—=7 AT KEFH] Ctraffic jam
%5 & [ =traffic congestion| & W) REAEBE S L )12, —MICIZFAFREH L W
YT LW HRoT WD, EZAN, FMUEKRTHLIZCHEDLL Y, M) traffic jamid
WHEAF L LT, traffic congestionld N[ &EX4G & L THbihrb, BMABI%Z (52) 12

T 5o

(52) a. I was caught in a traffic jam.
b . The problems of traffic congestion will not disappear in a hurry.
(COBUILD®)

W2, FNENOCOBUILD OEFHA (53) 12T 5,

(53) a. A traffic jam is a long line of vehicles that cannot move forward
because there is too much traffic, or because the road is blocked by
something.

b. If there is congestion in a place, the place is extremely crowded and

blocked with traffic or people.
(COBUILD®)

(53b) DAL, congestionDEFH L DT, traffic congestion®EFx & L Tldk,
DEB5 & traffic L T AIUT L WIZ LT, WEOBIZIHEZRAHEIZE L SNz,

TAVHAANA YT+ =3 MIEVWEZRLEIH 3o )V bhbhholzlzo,
KADWikipediaD G & R, (54) ORISZE/R L7z (55) (3% D Wikipedia® ik
Thb,

(54) 1 wasn't sure about this one, so I did a little checking. I found the following
argument on Wiki, and it strikes me as valid. There is a distinction
between the two: traffic congestion refers to when traffic slows down, but a
traffic jam involves cars actually stopping. Perhaps that is one of the

reasons. As for me, I can use them interchangeably.
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(55) a. Traffic congestion is a condition on transport networks that occurs as
use increases, and is characterized by slower speeds, longer trip times,
and increased vehicular queuing. The most common example is the
physical use of roads by vehicles. When traffic demand is great enough
that the interaction between vehicles slows the speed of the traffic
stream, this results in some congestion.

b. As demand approaches the capacity of a road (or of the intersections
along the road), extreme traffic congestion sets in. When vehicles are
fully stopped for periods of time, this is colloquially known as a traffic
jam or ftraffic snarl-up.

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traffic_congestion)

(55) 7 Btraffic congestionlZ HASW > K DEIWTW L EHETH L DICH LT, a
traffic jam(ZHEDPEEIZIET > TV L EFRTH L L V) ENDPHEOLNDD, 12T *
—< ¥ M AR Aldinterchangeable THh A & L TWA DT, T DFEWAAYIZH L DH
ZENPTHV 72, BUDH o7zl LTHHEDND o {1 BT 5 A1)
BAFICHY), EPERIIEE > T A EEPTREAFAI 20 AHTHL EED
EDE/E

2. Traffic congestion & a traffic jam® W4 /R u] & 3

1 BETHH - AEEOE ORI 2RI H % 4O BiF7z, 28T, £
D9 HOFER 4 Dtraffic jam & traffic congestionlZ DWW THLY EIF, FdEWIZDOW
Ttz A7z,

9, MEZCOCATHET S L, BIREVHEIRNHLZ T %, (56), (B7) & H,
THEIo

(56) there is a traffic jam

SR

be in a traffic jam

be stuck in a traffic jam

poo

be caught in a traffic jam

e. wait in a traffic jam

[z

sit in a traffic jam

(57) a. increase traffic congestion

=

ease traffic congestion
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c. relieve traffic congestion

d. reduce traffic congestion

(56) I¥a traffic jam% 2 — /S A CTHER L CTHCRZMAIN 2 F A2 FIZE L2 DTH 5,
(57) lZtraffic congestion® [FAEDH TH L, TN % /5 &, a traffic jam & traffic
congestion4: U A SEEERIBIIE L V), a traffic jamIiZ BAARY & U % 521 ), traffic
congestionlZI—fk R E U275 2 &b D b,

Z I TSNS FHNE, EFEOWHE - ATHEOXBIO—F L LT, HER - —ik
&) a0 H 5, LanguageD il %% 2 72>, Languageld [Fi—i%] £ I
&iE, (B8a) X I, ANWHRAFIRL0S, HARE, EExEO [MEHISHE] 2%
FHAE, (68b) DX ICHHE AR D,

(58) a. Language makes possible the exchange of ideas between men.

b. Japanese is said to be an illogical language.

CoOBlEFEMO R AT AL, a traffic jamlZEKM %, L OREEL R L, traffic
congestion!d, (% —fk R T L VI BEVDDH L L W) FERIET S, £ 2T, (5912,
I — /%A Ctraffic congestion3A#e 3 2 WA 2 225, (60) 12, [ U< a traffic
jamASAE A ARG 2 A S, FhEh, BISCEIERL, 17+ -~ Mo
v 7 & m Y,

(59) a. Adding highway capacity can solve |traffic congestion/*a traffic jam/
traffic jams}.
b. The bus lanes are designed to ease {traffic congestion/*a traffic jams/
traffic jams}.
c¢. Do you feel {traffic congestion is a problem/*a traffic jam is a problem/
traffic jams are a problem|?

(60) . There was {?traffic congestion/a traffic jam} in downtown Osaka.

a8}

b. I was stuck in {??traffic congestion/a traffic jam} on the freeway.

¢ . The accident caused {?traffic congestion/a traffic jam|

(59) @>FITIX, traffic congestion & traffic jamsH HIKTH 5, A traffic jamidf# %
DML ERL TWDEETLHE, (59) OXRTIIBEAANTRETH 5 2 EDFIHT
& %o F72, traffic congestionidtraffic jams & ¢ U BE (interchangeable) T&H % =
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Ebh D WEAEEEEEE CHW A, R EKRE RS [Rhas ]
(generic noun phrase) 1275 2 & 55, traffic jamslZBFAVER 2 3L, FEEIZ,
traffic congestiond Tl 1) AR ER 2 5O Z EASFERH & /2. (60) OfFITIE, a
traffic jamlZ HATH 545, (60a), (60c) Dtraffic congestionlIZEFAIBE/ZDTR R A
HAKT, (60b) Otraffic congestionld i TARBEKRTH B L5 LT, a traffic
jamlZ B OB A R L TV A I LR SN/, S50 [3Klkd] o &)
ZHEIZT S (61) O L) BRTIE, [RUTRAH] PEARTHL L) ZLerb
5o

(61) The bus lanes are designed to ease |traffic congestion/*a traffic jam/?traffic

jams}.

F 72, WEAFEPEEEEES THOY O NHE, BRI EROMIZ R R & £
Do L7z o T, BEBOZMEEHICE LT 55461, traffic jams& 25 2 & IEF 9
FTHh, BIXE (62) IZFIFTBLIEIZT S,

(62) There are traffic jams around this area.

Doz tzagldd s (63) DEHII%5bB,

(63) a. Traffic congestion & a traffic jam?D 7L [FHA] & [EBIAY] OEw

Thbo LI2Ho>T, BIFHEERTHW A4 13traffic congestion?si
Fh, WP EERTHY SN AEA T traffic jamDFE N 5.

b. Traffic jamid A & L CHEEIGEE TR & TR ] Bz
oM T, traffic jamsidtraffic congestion & Z:{i1Z 72 5 o

c. Traffic jams& L7236 121, [#MHRY] Z2EKROMIC [EFNER] %
AL, ERMICR-ERORBEFEEIET L bH S,

d. [ZEEkis] & [Z5iE ] W) R TRZZE ZIIARTERGE L LT
traffic congestion?2SfF 115,

2. &0

— R 5 EAMEERL R - AE L V) ECA, TR, TEB] &) #Hap
IR D EFHMNTELHBIDN DL LD Dholze TDL) MM TRHS L, -ache
DG OE ML FHTE 25D H 5. IER (2016:60) @ (21) ki, 12,
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[—feam), [EAR] Loy REPHV SN, Ko [, TEB] Lw) KRB L
PCTWDBZenbrbd, 72721, IER (2016 :60) EHT T, (22) O X ) IZIEN,
A FRERMAE S H B Z L 2 RIEL T b, -acheZ DO FBIOTH - A5 O
IZ2oWTIE, MErwdTRLIWVEEZL TV,

* AARIL, 20164F 1O M A ARBSULA RSB TIT > 72 [—FM T3t
RWIEEEOSCGERAN] L) ¥ A PVOMEREROFFIO—FZ Y £I1F, i
§, BIEZMR, BRIEZLDTH L. 127+ —< ¥ MIOWTIIH R
KREEDRichard Maher BERERT & 8 U THEDEFFERERRLE (IZMKBH L 720 Maher 5
A L T %

pES

1) T8, [RESF ] ZARETIE, 2heh, [# iz onhs 456, [Hzonb 45 ]
LB IPEIN S, JEFETIE, countable noun, uncountable noun®d iz, #4124, count
noun, noncount noun, &5 IZARNHAFHOEEIZIE [EHE%E ] &) K Tmass noun
ELITEN S,

2) ZZTo [, discrete, continuous® W\ AT 2 -1 2 (1988: 102—116) @ [[3#
FHR] OB DLEENHZONDL ] L) OB EIEIZL TV,

3) ZD-acheD D FRICET 2 A F) ABFEE 7 A ) A PFEICBIT AW H - AR O®E NI,
[Student Times] ®Question Box?® & 9 7% 2 —F—CTRHZEEZE D7 2 1) 5 AV. E. Johnsonkk
MefE L, BRIEC B FR 2L Bbhbhy, B APETH 5,

4) BNC®simple searchiZ20154F12H31H % & » T ER T L7ze L7225 T, Ao
simple search® 7" — # (220154F12H 126N DTH b,

5) #EMNIE, stomachache & —#f TR 5 L7 HIA5151F, stomach ache & ZFEIZHK & 172354
WEMDH B E V) EKRT, HE, SN T0FEMIBE SN LEEKRT S,

6) 1IEfE (2016:60) 25212 L7-Quirk et al. (1985: 279—280) ?itikz (i) IZBIHLTHB <,

(i) Headache is always a count noun:
I have a splitting headache this morning.
Other nouns formed from acke are treated as noncount when they denote a condition:
Nuts give me foothache.
When they denote a single attack or pain, they are usually count in AmE and noncount
in BrE:
On and off she suffers from {a stomachache{esp AmE) /(the) stomachache {(esp BrE)}.

7) 44, RSB R EGIS TOWIFE SR D 72 OBNCDsimple search Tl A % L 72
IZidget (@) coldD T —3 a3 VIZEHICBW WA rolz, £2°C, A, fml#&Er T
L, getaT s —a YOPFEEMA LD & L2AS, A% D S, BNCOsimple search
DOPRMEDHET L7272, AEDIARWNRIC R 72 L 2 BERT 5,

8) TOFIHDA YT r—x ¥ M2y 71X, HEFEEYARFORichard Maher 7 A 1) 77 N
fERERTC 1900 % BV L7z,
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Grammar of the English Language. London: Longman.
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