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Abstract

District reapportionment was carried out for the House of Councilors election
in 2016, and the electoral system has undergone a major change. In recent
years, discussions about vote disparity and electoral system reform have been
thriving. There have been trials about vote value disparity and a large number
of unconstitutional rulings by the courts. In addition, there has been much
discussion about how to reduce the number of House of Councilors members
and how the reductions will effect prefectural representatives.

While looking back on the initial circumstances when the House of Councilors
was established, the purpose of this article is to examine the special
characteristics of the House of Councilors and the election system, and to
consider prefectural representatives and bicameral systems.
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